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Multip. This excess of males to females varies slightly in degree in the different groups, the figure being 16 to 1 in a group where the incidence of the disease in the sexes is approximately equal; thus this figure would appear to represent an increased liability on the part of the male sex to show extrasy stoles, while the higher figures obtained in the other groups probably represent variations in the sex incidence of the disease concerned. The high ratio in the functional group may be due to the inclusion in that group of cases of tobacco abuse, a practice more common in males.
The preponderance of males is distributed not only over the different disease groups, but also throughout the different age groups above the age of 20; below 20 the numbers are equal.
To account for these facts it is necessary to seek some factor operative during adult life in males and not in females, or operating more powerfully in males than in females, irrespective of any disease which may be present. The possibility that the more prevalent use of tobacco by males supplies this factor cannot be entirely disregarded.
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